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A Comparison of the Status quo of Interpreting at Iranian and
Foreign Universities'

Abouzar Oraki?

Abstract

It seems very unlikely to imagine the present world without
interpreting and interpreters. This has been taken into consideration by
many countries throughout the world. Many universities around the world
have regarded translation and interpreting as two different things and
designed respective competence-based curricula for them. The present
descriptive study was an attempt to figure out the status quo of interpreting
programs in Iranian as well as international universities and examine the
necessity of offering interpreting in Iran. The findings indicated that
interpreting as both a task and a program is of paramount importance to
many universities and organizations worldwide in such a way that it is
being offered and taught at different universities at a postgraduate level.
On the other hand, no interpreting program at any level is being offered at
Iranian universities which justifies the many errors or mistakes committed by
Iranian interpreters who have not undergone specific education to acquire
the competences required and only do the task out of experience. The
current study, thus, recommends interpreting be offered as a must at Iranian
universities so they can train highly-qualified interpreters meeting the

standards and requirements of the professional market.

Keywords: Interpreting, translational/interpreting competence, university
curricula
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