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Review and Critique of Russian Translations of the Word Ahl al-
Bayt (Relatives of the Prophet) in the Verse of Al-Tathir

(Purification)’

Mahnush Iskandary?

Abstract

The verse of purification refers to the final part of the thirty-third
verse of Surah Al-Ahzab. What Muslims understand from the word "Ahl al-
Bayt" in this noble verse is the family of the Holy Prophet of Islam, but the
opinion of Shiite commentators is different from the opinion of a number of
Sunni commentators in the case of "Ahl al-Bayt". In the present article, we
have descriptively examined the ten Russian translations of this verse and,
in particular, the translation of the word "Ahl al-Bayt" in them. All Russian
translators except Prokhova (1989) have translated or interpreted the word
"Ahl al-Bayt" in such a way that the "wives of the Prophet" (pbuh) are also
among the Ahl al-Bayt. In the footnote and explanation of Prokhova's
translation, the main example of "Ahl al-Bayt", namely the five members of
Al-Abba, is mentioned. Relating the first part of verse 33 to the holy verse
of purification and the translators’ use of the interpretations that have given
a wrong interpretation of the word "Ahl al-Bayt" are the reasons for the

incorrect translation of this word in the studied translations.

Keywords: Ahl al-Bayt (relatives of the Prophet), the Qur'an, the Russian
language, translation, verse of purification
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